Family Mosaic

A guide to asbestos in your home
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What is asbestos?

Asbestos 1s the name given to a natural mineral made up
of many small fibres.

These are the main types of asbestos:

o Chrysotile (commonly referred to as white asbestos)
« Amosite (commonly referred to as brown asbestos)
o Crocidolite (commonly referred to as blue asbestos)

Asbestos fibres are strong and resistant to heat and
chemicals. This 1s why they were used for heat and sound
insulation and for fire protection in many homes and
buildings in the past.

www.familymosaic.co.uk




Is my home affected?

Thereis a good chance that asbestos is presentin homes built between
the 1950s and the late 1990s. It may also be found in homes before

these dates.

Asbestos was used in all sorts of materials found in homes. It is impossible
to determine whether a material contains asbestos by visual inspection
alone, which is why our appointed asbestos surveyors also need to take
material samples from your home for further laboratory analysis.

Can it affect my health?

Asbestos in your home is not necessarily
dangerous. Ifitisin good condition and not
disturbed, there is no risk to your health.

A greater risk to health can arise when asbestos
is damaged, or if the materialis drilled, cutinto,
sanded, or scrubbed.
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Unless you know the

material is free from
asbestos

D.L.Y. (do-it-yourself) work on asbestos materials
can resultin brief but high levels of exposure
which is dangerous.

When asbestos is disturbed it may release dust
containing fine fibres into the air. These fibres
can be breathed deep into the lungs where they
may stay for a long time, which could lead to a
number of asbestos related illnesses including:

® Asbestosis - this is scarring of the delicate
lung tissue.

® Lung cancer - people who get asbestosis
may also develop bronchial cancer, although
lung cancer is not necessarily preceded by
asbestosis.

® Mesothelioma - this form of cancer affects
the membranous linings of the chest and
abdomen.

Asbestos materials in good condition, that
cannot be readily damaged, are usually best left
alone. This is because their removal may result
in high levels of potentially harmful fibre being
released into the air.

Why does this affect you?

Family Mosaic takes your health and safety
very seriously.

Most people have heard about how ashestos
can be a health and safety hazard. We carry out
any work related to asbestos with the highest
regard to health and safety, and to the law and
regulations surrounding it.



Why is Family Mosaic carrying out

As your landlord, Family Mosaic
has a duty, under the Control of
Asbestos Regulations 2006, to
manage the risks from asbestos
that might be presentin your
home. This duty requires us to:

® Identify the location and
condition of asbestos in
your home.

® (arry out risk assessments.

® Prepare andimplementa
plan to manage those risks.

We have arranged for our
approved contractor to conduct
a planned survey of your

home, to gather the necessary
information to enable us to
comply with our duty.

The survey will identify
whether there is any asbestos
present within your home by
using a combination of visual
inspections and material
sampling.

Any material samples that

are taken from your home

are analysed under strictly
controlled laboratory conditions
to determine whether they
contain ashestos.

Surveys are conducted in
accordance to guidance issued by
the Health and Safety Executive.

The results of the survey will

be held on Family Mosaic’s
asbestos database. This will be
checked before we start any
works in your home in future, to
ensure that asbestos materials
are not disturbed.



Once your property has been
surveyed, we will be able to:

® Prioritise a removal programme
for asbestos that has been
identified as being in poor
condition and requires removal.

® Identify any ashestos material
in good condition that cannot
be easily damaged and
presents no hazard to you as
long as it remains undisturbed.

® Monitor the condition of
ialin
any asbestos materia .
your home to ensure that it
has not become damaged or
started to deteriorate.

undertake this work. If in doub

WY

3 ?
asbestos surveys in my home:

i

\
acnerat JUuiGdnce

Don’t drill, cut or disturb asbestos.

Don’t panic or worry unnecess
your home. Tt is usually only a
These simple precautions
around you safe.

Don’t scrape or sang a
and decorating (coveri
than attempting to re

problem if disturbeq.
will help keep you and those

sbestos materials before painting

Ng over existing decoration rather
move them).

Don’t attempt to work on an

Yy type of ashestos material
yourself. A licensed asbesto

S removal contractor must
t seek advice,

arily if asbestos is found in



If in doubt, leave it alone and seek advice
from our asbestos Team.




Further information about where
asbestos may be found in your home

For practical reasons, the following information is only intended as a general guide to where

asbestos may be found in the home. The information is not intended to be exhaustive.

Sprayed asbestos

A soft material, vulnerable to damage, used

for protecting structural steel work and for
insulation. It may be found in a small number of
steel-framed houses and in communal

areas of flats.

Asbestos cement

A widely-used material consisting of ashestos
bonded into cement. Flat or corrugated sheets
are used for garage and shed roofs and walls.
Moulded asbestos cement was used for cold-
water tanks, external rainwater pipes, guttering,
decking and roofing tiles, lining under eaves and
flue pipes. Asbestos cement may be held in place
with screws or bolts.

Asbestos lagging

A variety of types of asbestos materials have been
used forinsulating pipes and boilers. Asbestos
lagging is unlikely to be found in modern houses,
but was sometimes used in flats or older houses.
A preliminary inspection for asbestos should

be made before the repair or removal of older
central heating systems.
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If you feel after reading
this that you still have
questions, please contact
the'asbestos'team:
—————

Asbestos insulation board

A sheet material softer then asbestos cement,
it was used for fire protection, heat insulation,
ceiling tiles and as a building board e.g.
partitions and lofts.

Other asbhestos materials

Some plastic floor tiles, cushion flooring, WC
cisterns, roofing, felts, tapes, ropes, textured
plasters and paints contain a small percentage
of asbestos.

Domestic equipment

Simmering pads, oven gloves and fire blankets
were sometimes made of asbestos. Ovens, ironing
boards and heaters may also have asbestos
components.

Heating systems and storage heaters

Asbestos insulation blocks, insulating board and
asbestos paper have been used in some warm air
heating systems. Asbestos insulating board and
ashestos cement were sometimes used to line heater
cupboards and ducting. Some electrical storage
heaters made before 1976 also contain asbestos.
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Talking your language

Arabic

Cla gleall 038 (4o ¢ Ja gl Glo Jpuanll 8 e 5 S 1)
Dl gl e Slansa of il e 2yl 515508 i jals o e
PESYIR AR i R EA | PRENPRY- P S PR YRR E EORYS
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Farsi

L s sisa )5 «CD s edinbs o8 ncign bord
b ol L lidal casiian (153 54 ()l ) 43 025 0213 prsuin
A ol bl ) il o jlad

Kurdish

Heke hewceya we ji bo vé belgeyé bi herf (
tipén mezin, bi alfebeya koran, li ser CDyé, li
ser kasété an ji bi zimané we bi xwe hebin; ji
kerema xwe digel jimara jér va tékili G
munasebeté bi me ra daynin.

Spanish

Si necesita esta informacién en Braille, en
CD, en cinta o en su propio idioma, pongase
en contacto con nosotros en el teléfono
siguiente.

Bengali

W WA 9T ST A (T G FHE KEiEe
TS B, WA R Frem eEe @@, G,
=fee Goi-a coits oI oz e FEtg s
SR IS 95T |

French

Si vous souhaitez obtenir une partie de ces
informations en Braille, sur CD, cassette
audio ou expliqué dans votre langue,
veuillez nous contacter au numéro indiqué
ci-dessous.

Polish

Jezeli potrzebujesz aby catos¢ lub czesc
tego tekstu byly przedstawione wigkszg
czcionka, w jezyku Braille'a, na no$niku CD,
na kasecie audio lub zostaty przettumaczo-
ne na Twoj jezyk ojczysty, prosimy o kontakt
pod numerem podanym nizej.

Turkish

Bu bilginin herhangi bir kisminin buytk
boyutlu harflerle, Braille alfabesiyle, CD'de,
ses kaseti seklinde veya ana dilinizle
olmasini istiyorsaniz, litfen asagidaki
telefon numarasindan bize ulasiniz.

Chinese

ASCRHR S T AT TR .
UG S X S BT 4 LLE SOB A,
sl CD . gAY, BRBLE R A G S RIE A
PRSI, I Bl RS S AR R

Gujarati

o duiR 519y @l 20 iR ASa, A
Gz, 211341 24 21941 duId) Yidid) ey
A4 Usl A %32 14 di 13 Fnda 62
GYR AHIR AYS 53,

Somali

Haddaad u baahan tahay warkan afkaaga-
hooyo, afka loogu talagalay dadka aan arki
karaan — afka faraha ama CD-ga ama
ajeladda rekorka nala xirir. Namberkan
isticmaal.

Vietnamese

Tai liéu nay cung cap théng tin vé cac khdu
hiéu chung. Né&u ban can bat ky phan nao
trong théng tin nay bang chi in to, chir
Braille, CD, bang tiéng hoac giai thich bang
ngén ngl riéng clia ban, xin lién hé vai
chuing t6i theo s6 dudi day.

This document gives you information about asbestos in your home if you need any

part of this documentin large print, Braille, on CD or explained in your own language
please contact us on 0845 600 4436.

Family Mosaic
Albion House

20 Queen Elizabeth
Street

London SE1 2RJ

Tel: 020 7089 1000
Fax: 020 7089 1001

Email: enquiries@familymosaic.co.uk

www.familymosaic.co.uk
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