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What is asbestos? 

Asbestos is the name given to a natural mineral made up 
of many small fibres.

These are the main types of asbestos:

	Chrysotile (commonly referred to as white asbestos)

	Amosite (commonly referred to as brown asbestos)

	Crocidolite (commonly referred to as blue asbestos)

Asbestos fibres are strong and resistant to heat and 
chemicals. This is why they were used for heat and sound 
insulation and for fire protection in many homes and 
buildings in the past.
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Can it affect my health? 
Asbestos in your home is not necessarily 
dangerous. If it is in good condition and not 
disturbed, there is no risk to your health.  
 
A greater risk to health can arise when asbestos 
is damaged, or if the material is drilled, cut into, 
sanded, or scrubbed.

D.I.Y. (do-it-yourself) work on asbestos materials 
can result in brief but high levels of exposure 
which is dangerous. 

When asbestos is disturbed it may release dust 
containing fine fibres into the air. These fibres 
can be breathed deep into the lungs where they 
may stay for a long time, which could lead to a 
number of asbestos related illnesses including:

	Asbestosis – this is scarring of the delicate 
lung tissue.

	Lung cancer – people who get asbestosis 
may also develop bronchial cancer, although 
lung cancer is not necessarily preceded by 
asbestosis.

	Mesothelioma – this form of cancer affects 
the membranous linings of the chest and 
abdomen.

Asbestos materials in good condition, that 
cannot be readily damaged, are usually best left  
alone. This is because their removal may result 
in high levels of potentially harmful fibre being 
released into the air.

Why does this affect you?
Family Mosaic takes your health and safety  
very seriously.

Most people have heard about how asbestos 
can be a health and safety hazard. We carry out 
any work related to asbestos with the highest 
regard to health and safety, and to the law and 
regulations surrounding it.
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Is my home affected?  
There is a good chance that asbestos is present in homes built between 
the 1950s and the late 1990s. It may also be found in homes before 
 these dates.
Asbestos was used in all sorts of materials found in homes. It is impossible 
to determine whether a material contains asbestos by visual inspection 
alone, which is why our appointed asbestos surveyors also need to take 
material samples from your home for further laboratory analysis. 

DO NOT START DIY WORK

Unless you know the 

material is free from 
asbestos



Why is Family Mosaic carrying out
As your landlord, Family Mosaic 
has a duty, under the Control of 
Asbestos Regulations 2006, to 
manage the risks from asbestos 
that might be present in your 
home. This duty requires us to:

	Identify the location and 
condition of asbestos in  
your home. 

	Carry out risk assessments. 

	Prepare and implement a  
plan to manage those risks. 
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We have arranged for our 
approved contractor to conduct 
a planned survey of your 
home, to gather the necessary 
information to enable us to 
comply with our duty.

The survey will identify 
whether there is any asbestos 
present within your home by 
using a combination of visual 
inspections and material 
sampling. 

Any material samples that 
are taken from your home 
are analysed under strictly 
controlled laboratory conditions 
to determine whether they 
contain asbestos.  
 
Surveys are conducted in 
accordance to guidance issued by 
the Health and Safety Executive.

The results of the survey will 
be held on Family Mosaic’s 
asbestos database. This will be 
checked before we start  any 
works in your home in future, to 
ensure that asbestos materials 
are not disturbed. 



Why is Family Mosaic carrying out asbestos surveys in my home?
Once your property has been 
surveyed, we will be able to:

	Prioritise a removal programme 
for asbestos that has been 
identified as being in poor 
condition and requires removal.

	Identify any asbestos material 
in good condition that cannot 
be easily damaged and 
presents no hazard to you as 
long as it remains undisturbed.

	Monitor the condition of  
any asbestos material in 
your home to ensure that it 
has not become damaged or 
started to deteriorate.
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General Guidance
 Don’t drill, cut or disturb asbestos.
Don’t panic or worry unnecessarily if asbestos is found in your home. It is usually only a problem if disturbed. These simple precautions will help keep you and those around you safe.

Don’t scrape or sand asbestos materials before painting and decorating (covering over existing decoration rather than attempting to remove them).
Don’t attempt to work on any type of asbestos material yourself. A licensed asbestos removal contractor must undertake this work. If in doubt seek advice.



If in doubt, leave it alone and seek advice  
from our asbestos Team.



Further information about where
asbestos may be found in your home

Sprayed asbestos 
A soft material, vulnerable to damage, used 
for protecting structural steel work and for 
insulation. It may be found in a small number of 
steel-framed houses and in communal  
areas of flats.

Asbestos cement 
A widely-used material consisting of asbestos 
bonded into cement. Flat or corrugated sheets 
are used for garage and shed roofs and walls. 
Moulded asbestos cement was used for cold-
water tanks, external rainwater pipes, guttering, 
decking and roofing tiles, lining under eaves and 
flue pipes. Asbestos cement may be held in place 
with screws or bolts.

Asbestos lagging 
A variety of types of asbestos materials have been 
used for insulating pipes and boilers. Asbestos 
lagging is unlikely to be found in modern houses, 
but was sometimes used in flats or older houses. 
A preliminary inspection for asbestos should 
be made before the repair or removal of older 
central heating systems.

Asbestos insulation board
A sheet material softer then asbestos cement, 
it was used for fire protection, heat insulation, 
ceiling tiles and as a building board e.g. 
partitions and lofts. 

Other asbestos materials 
Some plastic floor tiles, cushion flooring, WC 
cisterns, roofing, felts, tapes, ropes, textured 
plasters and paints contain a small percentage  
of asbestos. 

Domestic equipment
Simmering pads, oven gloves and fire blankets 
were sometimes made of asbestos. Ovens, ironing 
boards and heaters may also have asbestos 
components.

Heating systems and storage heaters

Asbestos insulation blocks, insulating board and 
asbestos paper have been used in some warm air 
heating systems. Asbestos insulating board and 
asbestos cement were sometimes used to line heater 
cupboards and ducting. Some electrical storage 
heaters made before 1976 also contain asbestos.

For practical reasons, the following information is only intended as a general guide to where 

asbestos may be found in the home. The information is not intended to be exhaustive.

If you feel after reading
this that you still have

questions, please contact
the asbestos team.

020 7089 1304
Asbestos Team



Talking your language

This document gives you information about asbestos in your home if you need any 
part of this document in large print, Braille, on CD or explained in your own language 
please contact us on 0845 600 4436.
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ChineseBengali

Vietnamese

Somali

Tel: 020 7089 1000 
Fax: 020 7089 1001 

Email: enquiries@familymosaic.co.uk 
www.familymosaic.co.uk 
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